
Specifying the research question is the methodological point of departure of scientific research. The research will answer the 
question posed. For academic study, the answer to the research question is the thesis statement. The answer to a research question 

will help address a "research problem" which is a problem "readers think is worth solving" (Wayne 1995)

Phrasing An Operational Research Question

ReadWhen do we ask clinical research questions?
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Phrasing an operational research question

Watch

 

OR questions should be clear, measurable and contain the important variables 
of the study. 

Does hand washing as compared to no handwashing or solution among healthcare 
workers reduce hospital acquired infections?
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PICO: Developi…

PICO and levels of evidence

OR questions can be used in different types of studies. The way that we ask 
OR questions is dependent on the purpose of the study being conducted. 
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